news03.qxd

4/19/01

3:07 PM

Page 1

newsletter 03 winter 2000

A

J

+ C

National Association of Women in
Construction

Frankel House

The proposed re-development of Frankel
House aims to reposition this property
as a quality office/showroom/retail building in the CBD fringe property market.
The project accommodates commercial
expectations of likely occupants while at
the same time establishing a sympathetic relationship with the conservation area
in which the site is located.
AJ+Cs scheme will retain the existing 3
storey building bounded by Pyrmont
Bridge Road, Pyrmont Street and
Paternoster Row and provide a substantial addition on the site of an adjacent
asphalt car park.

2000 - merit award for design

Photographer - Nic Bailey

Morris Johnston Walpole

This recently completed fitout for advertising agency Morris Johnston Walpole
makes the most of the two storey space
in the Frank Hurley Grandstand at Fox
Studios. A significant feature of the
fitout is a curved glass meeting room
with dramatic views over Fox Showring
to Botany Bay.
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Grand Opening

On 22nd May 2000 the Vice-Chancellor,
Professor Gavin Brown opened the
Schaeffer Fine Arts Library at the
University of Sydney. It began operating
in 1968 as the Power Research Library of
Contemporary Art.

The addition will include 2 levels of basement car parking and 3 levels of commercial space. The new floors will line
up with the existing levels and will combine so as to form one building internally.
The new building introduces an element
of contemporary architecture in the historic streetscape, acting as a transition
to the form, scale and bulk of adjacent
developments.

Awarded to Kathlyn Loseby for her role
as project architect at the Strathfield
Letter Facility, (featured in the last of
AJ+C newsletter).
Look
out
for
Kathlyns
own
apartment
featured in the current special residential issue of
Monument magazine.
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The Block

The Block is the first of a two stage
development in Boundary Street,
Rushcutters Bay. Allen Jack + Cottier
have converted a 1930s, 6 storey warehouse building into 85 apartments for
Brentwood Corporation Limited. The
second stage, Lexington, is a new
building containing 51 apartments on
the adjacent Barcom Avenue, and is currently under construction. The two buildings enclose a large internal north facing
landscaped courtyard.
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Media Village
2000
heritage precinct
The adaptive re-use of the 'Heritage
Precinct' of the former Lidcombe
Hospital is currently underway to make it
the focus of the Olympic Media Village
- 'medi@ village 2000'.
Allen Jack + Cottier were engaged to
provide architectural services for each
stage of the interior works to this significant group of buildings, from the early
scheduling of repairs through to designing the individual interiors and the directional and caterers' signage.
The historic buildings were designed by
Colonial Architects James Barnet and

Walter Liberty Vernon and were built
between the 1885 and 1906.
Originally designed as the Rookwood
Reformatory for Boys, the site was transferred to the Director of Charitable
Institutions in 1892 for use as the
Rookwood Asylum for the Aged and
Infirm. In the 1920s, the asylum evolved
into the general purpose Lidcombe
Hospital which was finally closed in the
mid 1990s.
The buildings are arranged around an
elliptical landscaped garden area and in
September 2000 they will house the
diverse functions required by the estimated 6,000 journalists who will
become the site's temporary residents.
The Village Pub and Village Hall will
serve over 7,000 meals a day. The small-
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er timber and masonry pavilions will contain the reception area, retail centre,
gym, spa and media workroom.
AJ+C team:
Michael Heenan, Kate Mountstephens,
Nic Bailey, Christine Leung, Berit Lode.

Filmmalaysia
Studio

Allen Jack + Cottier were commissioned
to refurbish the existing library within the
R C Mills building. The design introduced
an extension up into the roof space, creating a new mezzanine floor level which
doubled the previously available floor
area.
More in a later issue.

Prof. Terry Smith, Mr & Mrs Schaeffer

Keith E Cottier Glynn N Evans Reginald J Smith Peter N Stronach
Stephen Black Michael Heenan Peter Ireland Bernard J Rowe Roderick Simpson John Suprun
Colin Janes Andrew Parker
William Clements Sean Dean Kathlyn Loseby Mark Louw Russell Parker David Stefanovic
Richard Terry Tim Waldock

Now under construction are two Allen
Jack + Cottier designed buildings which
will form part of the Entertainment
Village development at Sepang, south of
Kuala Lumpur. This 1000 hectare development to be constructed over 10 years
will include a professional film-making
studio precinct, amongst other facilities.

and production teams.

The two AJ+C buildings, part of the studio precinct, are both sound stages with
ancillary areas for use by film makers

The "Virtual" Studio is a smaller building
with a video production facility which
accommodates computer controlled

Sound Stage One is the first of nine and
has a 2000m2 stage with 18m clear internal height - enough to suspend a helicopter for filming action scenes. An
ancillary area over 2 levels provides
offices, amenities and plant facilities to
support the sound stage operation.

editing equipment for special effects
such as video and still effects to be
superimposed onto video footage
recorded in the studio stage.
The two buildings have been designed
as a step beyond the state-of-the-art
facilities at Fox Studios Australia.
AJ+C team:
Reg Smith, Stephen Black, Tom Dash,
Cameron Donald, John Whittingham.
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AJ+C team:
Keith Cottier, Peter Ireland, Janet Chappell, Tom Dash,
Cameron Donald, Belinda Falsone, Sue Melosu, Scott
Norton, Noni Ruker, Richard Silink.
Builder:
Co-Wyn Building Contractors Pty Ltd
Structural Engineer:
D L Sumner & Partners

Under the Big Tent

olympic village dining facility

Mechanical Services Engineer:
Advanced Environmental Concepts Pty Ltd

Our Lady of Fatima

Mechanical Contractor:
Baratech Pty Ltd

parish church caringbah

It is easy to be swept away by the big
glamour sporting venues of the Olympic
Games, but the provision of services and
the facilities management involved in
some of the temporary facilities is often
more challenging. Allen Jack + Cottier
have been particularly busy 'behind the
scenes' at the Olympics, designing the
Main and Secondary Dining Facilities,
the Accreditation Centres for Athletes
and Officials and for Media and Work
Force, the Uniform Distribution Centre
and all the front of house facilities for the
Media Village at Lidcombe (see over).

Photographer:
Michael Nicholson

Our Lady of Fatima is a contemporary
interpretation by Allen Jack + Cottier of
current Catholic doctrine and the role of
a church in the local community. Its
forms are derived from the 1963 Second
Vatican Council reforms rather than from
traditional church architecture; they are
also derived from its particular site, surroundings and environment.
The church itself is the largest of a group
of spaces, which aim to create a sanctuary, a safe haven and gathering place for
the community. While these spaces
must clearly serve the liturgical action,
they should also support the sense of
mystery and reverence which that action
expresses. This demands a kind of
transparency and simplicity, so that one
can experience both the quality of the
space and something beyond it.
The church is designed to bring people
closely together, strongly focussed
around the altar or common table. The
seating arrangement allows people to
see and hear clearly, and therefore to
feel and be involved. Contemporary in
its form, there are however, 'memories'
of traditional church forms and details

present within the space - in the timber
roof structure, circular windows and the
rich colours of the ambulatory.
The Day Chapel is deliberately freer in
form, a special individual space to
remove one from the everyday and to
foster contemplation; the Blessed
Sacrament Chapel is a simple almost
domestic space for private devotion.
These spaces are arranged around the
glassy foyer, a sunny indoor/outdoor
area where the community meet and
socialise. Extending this area are two
courtyards, the more formal entry court
to the south and to the north a large outdoor room, where the Stations of the
Cross are arranged within the paving,
and, at relevant times, illuminated.

External materials are deliberately modest, and colours are natural, inspired by
the Spotted Gums that surround the
building.
Internal colours are used sparingly but
are richer and more complex. AJ+C
have carefully designed furnishings to
be simple, dignified and to be in harmony with one another as well as to reinforce the qualities of the spaces in which
they occur.
The main church volume is naturally ventilated. In warm weather fresh air is supplied at floor level through grilles in the
stepped floor risers.
Motorised
adjustable louvres in the external walls
control the amount of air supplied to the
underfloor space. The air warms and

rises within the church and is exhausted
via a continuous ridge ventilator.
In cold weather this ventilator is closed
down and the majority of warmed air is
reused, drawn by fan back to the underfloor space, where, with a percentage of
fresh air, it is heated and supplied via the
same low level grilles. The whole system is automatically controlled, and is
complete with wind speed sensors to
prevent uncomfortable draughts when
external air velocities are high.
Although the building was originally
designed in 1992, construction did not
actually begin until 1999. It was completed this year under a design and construct contract.
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The most complex of these projects is
the Main Dining Facility, designed by
AJ+C in conjunction with Kinhill. It is
believed to be the largest single dining
facility ever created, and it's only there
for a few weeks! Located in the heart of
the Olympic Village it has been designed
to cater for all of the 15,000 big eating
athletes and officials housed there.
A collection of the world's largest tents
has been utilised to provide the temporary structure which covers most of the
1.5 hectare site (approximately 3 football
fields in size). The seating capacity is
4,800 people at any one time - all under
one space, achieved by connecting 5
tents, the largest of which is 140 metres
long and has a clear span of 40 metres.
Detailed planning analysis was required
to avoid problems of congestion and
queuing posed by the scale of the operation: 50,000 meals a day, with peaks of
up to 6,000 meals an hour to be deliv-

ered quickly and efficiently to more than
300 lineal metres of servery counters. A
U-shaped dining area wraps around the
3000m2 kitchen, preparation and food
storage areas. The kitchen has also
been separated from the dining area by
a 6 metre wide service corridor, which
provides the required fire separation .
Given the numbers and cultural diversity
among the athletes, simple communication has been a fundamental goal of our
interior design. To assist diners in orientating themselves as quickly as possible
within the large spaces, the interiors
have been developed to achieve clear
spatial definition and to streamline
movement. Distinct service zones have
been created by physically separating
hot and cold food serveries and by using
simple colour coding and bold signage,
designed by AJ+C. The signage system

will also facilitate recycling, to be undertaken directly by the athletes as part of
the dining process, a strategy never
before attempted at an Olympic venue.
The facility has been project managed by
Mirvac Lend Lease Village Consortium
on behalf of SOCOG and is due for completion in June. Post Olympics, the
Dining facility is to be dismantled and
the entire site is to be transformed into a
park for the residents of Sydineee.

AJ+C team
Keith Cottier, Michael Heenan, Sean
Dean, Nic Bailey, Ross Chalmers, Berit
Lode, Kathlyn Loseby, Simon Stokes,
Isabel Thompson, John Whittingham.

