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Building The Education Revolution

AJ+C has joined the Revolution … the
Australian Government’s $14.7 billion
Building the Education Revolution (BER),
that is. AJ+C is working in both the Public
and Private sector to deliver new schools
infrastructure across the country.

John Whittingham, Li-Lian Tan, Scott Norton, Nic Bailey, Dua Cox, Richard Terry, Jennifer Chung, Lujza Buzevska

Promotions
AJ+C is excited to announce the promotions of 8 dedicated team members for their
valuable contributions to the company’s success. Li-Lian Tan now takes on the role of senior
architect and Lujza Buzevska as senior consultant. Jennifer Chung and Dua Cox are our new
Associates. Nic Bailey and Richard Terry have moved into Senior Associate roles. Scott Norton
and John Whittingham have been promoted to Directors of the Disciplines Interior Architecture
and Seniors’ Living respectively. Congratulations to all and thank you for your hard work and
contribution to AJ+C.

While the funds are substantial, deadlines
are pressing: throughout the course of the
BER program, $3.2 billion of funding will be
spent in NSW, focusing on new multipurpose
halls, covered outdoor learning areas,
libraries, and classrooms.
In the Public sector, AJ+C has been engaged
by Bovis Lend Lease to deliver various
projects in 14 primary schools in Northern
Sydney. Our dedicated teams are working to
very tight programs: Design, DA and Tender
documentation will be prepared in a matter of
weeks rather than months, and standardised
design templates have been used to speed
up documentation.
However, this is not ‘cookie cutter’ design.
Project architect Michael Rogers says
that most of the work involves integrating
the design templates into the ‘real world’
environment where topography, urban design
and heritage issues come into play.
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“The new buildings are located and oriented
to relate to the existing buildings,” says
Rogers. “The quality of the entire school
can be improved by the addition of new
covered areas, landscaping and accessibility
provisions covered under the BER funding.”
Where the new buildings replace existing halls
and libraries, the old buildings are converted
into classrooms or administration offices.
AJ+C’s involvement with the BER explodes
the myth that good design suffers under tight
deadlines. It’s an exciting time for us and we
look forward to continuing our tradition of
innovative, practical design.

Rouse Hill Town Centre tops PCA awards

International Grammar School – Fast, Green and Innovative
In the Private sector, AJ+C principal
Michael Heenan is working with The
International Grammar School to
deliver an innovative, progressive and
sustainable 4 storey building which will
house the primary school library and
multipurpose hall.
“This highly insulated building can
supply its own power, is naturally
ventilated and lit, and even has gardens
to grow produce for cooking classes,”
says Michael Heenan.
The building has been designed to be
adaptable for other uses over its lifetime.
It is made of a ‘kit of parts’ like a tilt-up
factory building, but with a difference.
Amophorus windows are punched
into the pre-coloured, pre-insulated
composite concrete panels, a motif also
seen in AJ+C’s award winning sports
Hall in Berry, NSW (now short listed in
the World Architecture Festival Award).

The high degree of natural light,
combined with the open planning,
allows the building to have natural
light for most of the day, reducing the
use of artificial lighting.

GPT Group’s Rouse Hill Town Centre was overall winner at the 2009 Property Council of
Australia Rider Levett Bucknall Awards for Innovation and Excellence. Rider Levett Bucknall
Director, Stephen Mee, said the town centre demonstrated “a comprehensive approach to
world-class social and environmental sustainability”.
The development also received the Pitney Bowes Business Insight Award for Shopping
Centres. Rouse Hill Town Centre was designed by a consortium of three architectural
practices; Rice Daubney, Allen Jack+Cottier and Group GSA (in association with Civitas
Urban Design and Planning).

Mixed-mode air-conditioning allows for
the powered system to be turned off,
and operable windows and louvres to
be opened for natural ventilation.
Photovoltaic panels shading the
rooftop playground generate power
which can be fed back into the grid in
periods of surplus, reducing costs and
consumption.
There is a ground floor landscape strip
which softens the junction between
the building and the street. These
gardens open to become part of the
art and craft rooms.
The design celebrates the scale
proportion, colour and rhythm of the
heroic brick warehouse typical of
the area.

AJ+C’s Sydney office recently hosted a forum on the sustainability of Australia’s roads and
streets. The event received an overwhelming response, with attendees spanning councils and
NSW State Government, environmentalists, property developers, academia and consultants.
Kate Black of the Sydney Metropolitan Catchment Authority said “It was a great cross-section
of presenters, which is somewhat rare.” Those speakers included AJ+C’s Director of Urban
Design, Deena Ridenour; landscape architect, Libby Gallagher; Sydney Environmental & Soil
Laboratory soil scientist, Simon Leake; Australian Roads Research Board engineer, Arjan
Rensen; and Sustainable Projects environmental consultant, Michael Mobbs.

Principal Glynn Evans is stepping back from
the limelight. After 41 years with AJ+C, Glynn
is retiring from senior duties to assume a
consulting role. Glynn was appointed Director
in 1986, and then Managing Director in 2003,
leading the company through a period of
growth. He also led the Seniors’ Living team in
the design of health and dementia-specific care
facilities. Many of these award-winning projects
established new standards of care in Australia.
Fortunately for AJ+C, Glynn will continue to
work on a consulting basis and passes on the
reins to John Whittingham.

New leaders
Good leadership welcomes energy and
new ways of thinking, while harnessing
collective experience of the organisation. This
fundamental approach to AJ+C management
sees the appointment of two Discipline Heads.
Newly appointed Director, John Whittingham,
will front the Seniors’ Living team, stepping
into the shoes of Glynn Evans. John’s
depth in residential design spans aged care
and affordable student housing, to luxury
townhouses and medium-density apartments.
During his 12 years at AJ+C, John has led
several land-mark projects, including two
award-winning recreation halls.
Our other appointed Director, Scott Norton,
will head up Interior Architecture. Scott joined
AJ+C after receiving honours for his Bachelor of
Architecture, and subsequent nomination for the
Australian Institute of Architect’s most outstanding
graduate award in 1998. He has been involved
in a wide variety of projects in the residential area,
and his talents in interior design and detailing
areas have been utilised in projects demanding
a high-standard of quality, particularly in luxury
houses and residential developments.
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Hillcrest Village
It’s difficult to imagine a better natural setting for retirement than NSW’s South Coast.
Long beaches, rich forests – the United Protestant Association of NSW (“UPA”) saw an
excellent opportunity for seniors living within a 4.7 hectare forested enclave at the foot of
the Illawarra escarpment.
AJ+C’s design for Hillcrest Village comprises an eventual total of 55 new Independent
Living Units (ILUs), alongside the preservation of towering trees and the site’s magnificent
1888 building “Hillcrest House” (a former home to aeronautics pioneer Lawrence
Hargrave).
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The style of the new Village buildings is inspired by the Northern Illawarra’s nineteenth- and
twentieth-century architectural history. Their lightweight expression is consistent with that
of the local miners’ cottages and coastal timber-clad homes, which were characteristically
built on piers to touch the earth lightly without dominating the landscape.
Internal layouts and locations of the ILUs have been designed to maximise
cross-ventilation, solar access, private open space and coastal views.

More than 50% of the Village’s ILUs comply with the requirements of the current
Australian Standard for Adaptable Housing, enabling residents to remain in their home
as needs change over time. “Hillcrest Village embraces the aging-in-place objectives
for accommodation established by the UPA,” says John Whittingham, Head of AJ+C’s
Aged Care Team. “The Village is also indicative of the increasing choice of aged care in
Australia – and specifically – bridges the gap between ILUs and support-intensive aged
care facilities.”
Richard Allen coordinated AJ+C’s multi-faceted role, which spanned site masterplanning,
design, documentation and full contract administration services.

“We’ve had the privilege of being able to work closely with
UPA – and with builder Zadro Constructions – to secure
a quality design outcome, notable for generous internal
spaces and high-quality finishes,” says the team leader.
Richard also views the site landscaping as a significant achievement. “The Village is deftly
integrated with the forest through bush regeneration and plantings, enhancing the appeal
of a natural haven.”

Housing in Ultimo, Independant Living Units in Dubbo

There have been some fundamental changes in social housing over
the last few decades; contemporary thinking seeks to integrate social
housing with the wider community rather than isolating people in
housing estates, waiting lists stand stubbornly at around 200,000
people and much of the housing stock and its residents are growing
old together and no longer have much in common.
The Federal Government’s Nation Building and Jobs Plan will provide
an opportunity to address some of these issues by providing more than
$5 billion for the construction of more than 20,000 new dwellings to be
complete by 30 June 2012 - that works out to be nearly 20 new dwellings a
day over the next three years. Speed is therefore of the essence.

AJ+C is involved in submitting tenders for social housing in
the Central west of NSW, South-west and Western Sydney on
some very tight timelines.
Housing NSW design templates are being used to streamline documentation and
development approvals are lodged with the Department of Planning.
AJ+C has brought its expertise in ESD, urban design and accessible housing to bear
on these issues in one of these projects in Macquarie Fields in south-western Sydney,
designing 6-BASIX-star seniors living houses that will allow older residents to continue
living comfortably (and “greenly”) in their own neighbourhood. A masterplan is being
developed that co-locates and connects new and existing seniors’ facilities with new open
spaces designed by a community forum to foster a sense of ownership.

