News in brief
Moore College

Robert Menzies College

In January 2011 the Minister
of Planning granted Master
Plan Concept Approval for the
redevelopment of Moore College
campus in Newtown. Included
in the approval is a Project
Application for the first stage of
the redevelopment.
A $53 million Resource and
Research Centre at the corner
of King Street and Carillon Ave,
designed by AJ+C, will provide the
college with a new institutional
presence. The Concept Approval
allows for residential, education
and retail uses in a development
of 27,500 m2. The Concept
Approval overcame complex
heritage, traffic and adjoining
residential constraints and has
ensured that the college is able to
remain in its current location.

Botanica Stage 1
Construction began in mid
2010 on the adaptive reuse of
some Walter Vernon designed
freestanding, ward buildings
on the grounds of the former
Lidcombe Hospital. Work on
Stage 81 is just one part of a larger
residential development on the
site by Australand.
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Beacon Hill success

The development application for Robert Menzies College new student
accommodation on the existing campus at Macquarie University was
approved by Ryde City Council in February 2011. Following the recent sod
turning ceremony, construction of the 104 bedroom building is underway.

Social Housing

After two unsuccessful attempts
with others, Lipman Properties
Pty Ltd with AJ+C, have won a
major Land and Environment
battle. The development
application to Warringah Council
for a seniors living development
at Beacon Hill consisting of 32
dwellings and associated facilities
was granted consent by the Land
and Environment Court on New
Years Eve 2010.
The case centred on issues of
bushfire, habitat and threatened
species. Other potential key
issues of architectural character
in non urban areas, seniors living
accessibility on a sloping site and
density were not contested with
Council acknowledging that the
building and site design were of a
high quality.

Keith Cottier
AJ+C have recently completed a number of social housing projects for
Housing NSW as part of the federal government’s NBESP. Over 300
units have been built across NSW in areas including Bathurst, Lithgow,
the Central Coast and Western Sydney.
Keith Cottier was appointed in
February 2011 to a new Eminent
Architects Panel for the Sydney
Opera House Trust. The panel will
advise on architecture and design
issues in the most significant
period of refurbishment and
construction that the Opera
House has undertaken since its
opening. Peter Mould will chair
the new panel which along with
Keith will include Kerry Clare and
Ken Maher.

C21 Terrace
The old is new again. AJ+C and
Simpson+Wilson Architects
have won an invited competition
to design a new model for a
twenty-first century terrace
house. Landcom’s brief called
for a new concept for affordable
housing that could help increase
housing density in Western
Sydney whilst achieving maximum
environmental benefits.
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Mittagong Farmhouse
Northern orientation? – check.
Cross ventilation? – check.
Central void for convection heating and cooling? - check.
Reverse construction? – You don’t even have to ask.
Allen Jack+Cottier’s Peter Stronach has again ticked
all the environmentally sustainable design boxes
for this new Southern Highlands farmhouse.
For clients Gary and Judy Reidy, Peter has created an
elegant, comfortable family home that responds to
the climatic extremes of this region. The L-shaped,
two storey house is sited at the top of gently
sloping meadow opening up to the cooling summer
breezes and winter sun from the north and east.
The building seems to turn its back on the cold
winter winds from the south and west. The cranked
roof line emphasises this as it folds down to meet
the line of trees that form a wind barrier behind the
house. The roof eaves, window awnings and building
overhangs protect openings from the summer sun
but allow the low winter sun to warm the building.

These old school principles combined with Peter’s new
gospel of reverse construction form the basis of the design
concept. With external walls consisted of a reclaimed Jarrah
hardwood cladding, insulation and an internal skin of rendered
blockwork, the tradition of brick veneer construction is
reversed. The lightweight external cladding minimises
thermal build up in summer allowing heat to dissipate quickly.
Internal masonry and concrete floors retain the warmth of
winter heating. With this simple system heating and cooling
costs are greatly reduced compared with those of similar
sized buildings using traditional construction methods.
The use of the untreated hardwood cladding, corrugated
metal roofing, rendered blockwork and polished plywood
ceilings creates a utilitarian palette that connects the
house to its semi-rural context. The fine detailing of these
materials and the clean lined, open spaces they are used to
create speaks of a strongly contemporary design concept.
With the series of farm houses he has designed in this area,
Peter has been able to add a new twist to the old adage of
'Less is More.' With the careful use of basic ESD principles
he has been able to provide his clients with 'More for Less.'

'We love the idea that the
kids are seeing the fantasy
land beyond the building we
have created, the [magical]
landscape with the river and
the trees, while their taller
teachers are focused on the
activities inside the space.'
Michael Heenan

Sports Hall - Milson Island
The most recent addition to Allen Jack+Cottier's suite of
award-winning sports and recreation centres for the NSW
Department of Sport & Recreation is located just north of Sydney
on Milson Island, in the Hawkesbury River.

The design celebrates this integrated thinking by having no visible
ridge, eaves, gutters, downpipes or skylights on the exterior. The
natural thermal ventilation created the wing shape. Smooth
airflow required a clean, crisp interior skin.

The shape of the building emerged from thermodynamic analysis,
side wind forces, the need to shed leaves yet collect water and the
enclosure requirements. Roof water, free from the blockage of
leaves, falls clear of the sloping glass slots into gardens for natural
filtering and collection. All building elements had to be sized to be
barged across the river to the site.

A combination of twelve wind turbines and a series of floor
mounted louvres ensure the building remains cool in Sydney's
fierce summer heat. In winter with the turbines and louvres closed
a heat plume forms to act like an insulation blanket.
The design exploits the inherent properties of plywood with
the shape of the building designed to unload wind forces on this
exposed site, thus reducing the weight of the structure by 30%.

At night, the curved wing shape of the new building acts as
a proscenium arch to define the place for the campfire, an
important part of each camp at the site. It works both for
the audience inside looking out to the gathering space, and
for the audience around the fireplace looking back into the
hall.
Attached amenities and storage modules service the
fireplace, the bushwalking activities and the oval. they also
serve to define a clear and strong entry space to the hall.

When the campfire is lit at night, and the hall interior is illuminated
only by a strip of lights, the building seems to magically float in the
surrounding bushland.
Natural light from the roof windows, ground level slot windows and
end walls create an almost art gallery like feel to the hall.
This is a powerful building which in its frugality demonstrates the
essence of shelter.
The project was delivered on time and on budget.

Glass
Loggia
House
Allen Jack+Cottier, Belinda Koopman and
Vladimir Sitta collaborated to transform
the dark rear living spaces and run
down garden of a grand two storey High
Victorian style residence in Sydney’s inner
west.
The house was originally a private zoo, so
when work started in 2003 Vladimir Sitta
retained and reused building fabric
remnants to construct a 'Garden of Ghosts'

with a polished concrete pool ‘fenced’ by a
fish skeleton vitrine and plant filled moat.
Over time, quirky layers created a rich and
magical context in which we were asked to
provide a dining area and a bedroom with
ensuite, while solving the problem of lack
of winter light to the formal living spaces,
caused by an existing ’lean to’ verandah.
We conceived a double volume glass loggia
that would be sheltered on the west by an

existing cypress stand to create a useable
outdoor area in a way that responded to
the grand scale of the existing building and
was appropriate to the conservation area.
The loggia and new rooms are designed to
exploit the ambiguities between what is
inside and what is outside with a dramatic
external steel mesh curtain shading the
whole north-west façade, which operates
to transform the loggia and garden spaces
for different family functions.

